[image: image1.jpg]



Geographic Analysis of San Marcos Housing Affordability: A Progress Report
TexGIS consists of Chase Chapman, Ryan Hilliard, Marques Green, and Jason Snyder. The purpose of our project is to analyze housing values and income distributions within the San Marcos city limits; with extra attention given to neighborhood associations and their effect on housing values, as well as the contrasting values between renter and owner-occupied housing. The final conclusions of our project will assist the city in developing a comprehensive housing policy---one that better fits the economic make-up of San Marcos’s residents. Our initial meeting with our client was on January 26th, with our group receiving a large portion of our pertinent data between February 5th and 12th. The following work has been completed since that time, with continual progress to be made towards our ultimate goals until our projected completion date of May 4, 2009.
Work Completed
We are right on target as far as the goals stated in our proposal. Our desired finished product is clearly defined, therefore there is not any confusion or misunderstanding as to what we are striving towards. The most difficult and time consuming task completed to date was joining census data with parcel data. This was a crucial project as it now allows us to analyze the economic makeup of citizens within a census tract, along with housing values. This is paramount to the completion of this projet.

	Report Summary I
	

	Task
	Project Proposal

	
	

	Work Completed
	Summary, Purpose, Scope, Data,

	
	Methodology, Implications, Budget,

	
	Timeline

	
	

	Planned Work
	Reflect upon original goals to

	
	monitor progress and to stay on track

	
	

	
	

	Report Summary II
	

	Task
	Acquire Census Data

	
	

	Work Completed
	Obtained census data for

	
	appropriate area in correct format

	
	

	
	

	Planned Work
	Join  census data for block groups

	
	with parcel data

	
	

	
	

	Report Summary III
	

	Task
	Single Family Map

	
	

	Work Completed
	Includes individual parcels and their

	
	location. Parcels were joined with

	
	their respective block group.

	
	

	Planned Work
	Will join census data with their layer

	
	so that each block group includes

	
	market values


Work to be Completed
Unlike our ultimate goal of analyzing housing values and income distributions in San Marcos, our “to-do list” of future maps and data is ever changing. With every analysis preformed and formula calculated, we are inspired to draw additional conclusions from our data. It is for this reason that none of these “Future/Proposed Projects” are set in stone.  Working on one project may spark an idea for an additional map or cause us to think of another area in need of analysis. We expect to have our final ideas conceptualized in the following week. Our finished product, a formal report complete with poster and website, with be an accumulation of all this work. Although not every map we create may be featured, the ideas and conclusions drawn from each will be present.
	Future/Proposed Project I
	

	Task
	Extrapolate 2000 census values

	
	using the inflation rate to estimate

	
	present day income

	
	

	
	

	Future/Proposed Project II
	

	Task
	Create a map of projected future

	
	income and housing values

	
	

	
	

	Future/Proposed Project III
	

	Task
	Upload all of our maps, charts, and

	
	final conclusions to an online server

	
	(Manifold).
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A. Includes every lot in San Marcos and depicts what percent fall into each econmoic threshold
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B. Only Homesteaded and Owner-Occupied parcels are considered, and are divided 
among their respective economic category
[image: image4.png]Threshold Percentage - Non HS

6.53%

5.43%

= Below Entry - 594
= Entry - 479

“ WorkForce - 207

m Upper-Level - 95

= Executive - 79





Graphs By: Joan Hickey                                                                                        C.        Includes those parcels in Chart A, but not in Chart B
Complications

· Accurately depicting current income figures to compare with last years parcel market value due to outdated census data (1999). 
Progress: Our Web Master is diligently working on a formula to extrapolate the 1999 census    information based on inflation rates.

· Differences between shapes and sizes of census tracts are larger than study area and may distort data.
