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This is a progress report of Spatial Remedies, Inc.’s project on the IH-35 traffic composition and reassignment.  The purpose and progress of our project is reviewed by an overview of completed work, work in-progress, and future work.  Once all of the work is completed and interpreted, the final product will be a detailed analysis report of the traffic composition on the Austin IH-35.  As stated in our proposal, traffic reassignment will only be conducted and included in the final report, if time allows.

Purpose


The purpose of this study is to determine the composition (freight, commuter, or thru-traffic) of the traffic on IH-35.  Knowledge of the traffic composition can aide in the planning of solutions to alleviate congestion.  Additionally, this information can guide the proposal of future routes to help alleviate congestion and to predict what amount of traffic might utilize a toll-road, by-pass, or loop as an alternate route to IH-35.     

Scope

In the progression of our project, we have amended our scope to a primary study area of Travis, Hays, and Williamson counties, and a secondary study area to include Hays, Caldwell, Guadalupe, Comal, Bexar, Williamson, and Travis.  This scope was adjusted to account for the counties with the closest proximity and largest traffic contribution to IH-35 through Travis County. 

	Spatial Remedies Inc. Project Progress

	 
	
	Status

	  Literature Review
	85% Completed
	On-going

	 
	
	 

	  Data Collection
	CTPP Data 
	Obtained

	 
	SAM/SAM Analysis software
	Obtained

	 
	Misc. Shapefiles
	Obtained

	 
	
	 

	  Data Preprocessing
	Traffic Composition Segment
	Completed

	 
	Traffic Reassignment Segment
	If time allows

	 
	
	 

	  Analysis
	Traffic Composition Segment
	 

	 
	      Freight
	In-Progress

	 
	      Commuter
	In-Progress

	 
	      Thru-Traffic
	In-Progress

	 
	Traffic Reassignment Segment
	 

	 
	     Street Network
	If time allows

	 
	     Reassignment
	If time allows

	
	
	


Work Scheduled

March 28th signals the start of data analysis.  In this, we will be taking an in-depth look at the numbers of freight traffic, commuter traffic, and thru traffic.  We will then take these numbers and estimate their future values for the year 2025.  Errors will be calculated due to the various factors that contribute to lower or higher thru-traffic numbers.  These are not limited to fuel cost and terrorism.  If time permits, reassignment of the traffic flow will also be evaluated using either a geometric network made of pointfiles, intersections, traffic counts, and an intricate network of streets, or the SAM.

Unscheduled Obstacles

Our first obstacle to overcome was that our contact person at TxDOT had to stop aiding us immediately in our search for data.  This mitigated by reevaluating our scope and finding outside literature to guide our examination of the data provided by TxDOT.  The second obstacle consisted of difficulties with various software programs on our network.  The Senior Systems Analyst was able, however to install these programs over time without disrupting the entire network.  The final obstacle was that one of our acquired programs did not run properly.  It is currently under investigation and will promptly be brought up to working order.

Conclusion

With the mending of our past problems of data acquisition, we anticipate the project to run smoothly.  The remaining work is not offering any significant complications and the final deliverables will be provided to you on time. 
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