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Project Abstract
Spatial Remedies, Inc. conducted a multifaceted analysis of IH-35 traffic composition of freight, commuter, and miscellaneous traffic types in order to understand the nature of traffic congestion in Travis County, Texas.  The purpose of this investigation is to gain insight into the specific components of the traffic mix to develop suggestions for the improvement of congestion.  The team used historical and projected data to determine growth trends within each traffic type.  Our primary data sources are the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) and the U.S. Census Bureau.  The team derived the percentage of traffic types for both northbound and southbound flows along IH-35 in Travis County, Williamson and Hays counties (immediately adjacent to Travis Co.), as well as the major secondary traffic contributor counties of Bexar, Comal, Coldwell, and Guadalupe.  Of important note is the fact that with all of the highway projects in progress or in planning, TxDOT does not anticipate an improvement to the Level of Service (LOS) for IH-35 in Travis County.  LOS is the relationship of highway design capacity to traffic volume.  With a constant capacity, speed must decrease to accommodate volume increases due to regional growth.  Since traffic congestion is currently a major problem, consuming large portions of productivity and energy from prolonged travel times, it is important to offer additional solutions to add to or increase support of to the overall traffic management plan.  Solutions offered by Spatial Remedies, Inc. include, support for the San Antonio-Austin Commuter Rail System, development of local community system of bypass loops throughout the entire length of the corridor, legislative controls mandating through-freight motor carriers use of SH-130 with numerous connectors to IH-35.
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